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Have you ever felt like maybe something wasn’t right between
you and God? It’s a troubling feeling. Of course, we don’t want
that feeling to stay. Where is the best place to go for help? To
Oprah, your horoscope, or the local bookstore? There, you
can find all kinds of advice to make you feel happier, hopeful,
and in control. But you will never find the peace of God unless
you have first dealt with the problem. There’s a good chance
that your problem is guilt. God wanted to take His people from
enslavement in Egypt. God wants to set you free from the guilt
and power of sin. He promised that His judgment would pass
over those covered by the blood of a sacrifice. The blood of
Christ is the starting point for our relationship with God. Before
you go anywhere else, cover your life with His sacrifice.

Have you ever wondered if you can truly know you are going to
heaven? You can know if you understand grace. When a person
puts themselves under God’s care, God removes them from
under the law and places them under His grace. This grace is
perfectly described in Psalm 103, God “does not treat us as our
sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.” In other
words: because I am a Christian, I will not be judged by my
performance of the law. My sins, my actions, and my attitudes
deserve Hell, but I will receive Heaven. This is not a license to
sin, but it is an assurance that can eliminate one of life’s most
dreadful fears. Why not give your life to Jesus Christ so that you
can say with confidence, “I’m on my way to Heaven.”

Have you ever felt helpless? Like your life is out of control? If so,
you’re not alone. As much as we might try to please God and get
our lives on track, we find ourselves failing time after time. Life is
messed up even for those who seem to have their act together.
A person doesn’t have to be a really bad sinner or a big sinner;
all sinners need forgiveness. This forgiveness is a gift from God
for those who trust in Christ. The first step to forgiveness is to
agree with God that you are a sinner, and you can’t save yourself.
Then, ask the Lord to save you and give your life to Him. It’s that
simple. Jesus promised us that He would not turn anyone away
who comes to Him, no matter what they have done. Why not give
Jesus the chance to forgive you? What’s holding you back?
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1 JOHN 1:1-10

You may ask, “What if I sin after I am saved?” “Will I be lost?”
“Will God forgive me?” As a believer, you are no longer under law,
but under grace. But this doesn’t mean that we should be halfhearted in the way we live. God saved us for a better purpose
than to continue living in sin. You were called by a holy God,
redeemed with holy blood, and covered with a holy sacrifice.
Now, having saved us, God calls us to live holy lives. We don’t
live holy lives to earn salvation; Jesus already did that for us. We
live holy lives because God wants us to be like Him. The world we
live in is not conducive to holy living; temptation is everywhere.
Only by enlisting the Holy Spirit can we conquer the temptations
that plagued us before we knew the Lord.

Have you ever known someone who acts like a Christian in church,
but not so much the rest of the time? Maybe this describes you.
John tells us a consistently sinful life (walking in darkness) is
inconsistent with Christianity. When we accept Christ as our Savior
we are called to walk in the light. If we try to cover our sins, we
deceive ourselves and break fellowship with God. If, however, we
confess our sin, we find forgiveness and healing. These benefits
are an overflow of our relationship with God. Being able to live in
the light is not a burden, it’s a benefit. It is so much better than
living in darkness. Walking in the light gives the peace, purpose,
and stability we want so desperately. Stop hiding and faking and
start running toward God. You will be forgiven!
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